
1897 to 1910  Menu Postcards of the   
Norddeutscher Lloyd (NDL) Shipping Company  

INTRODUCTION - A study of the postcards cut from the top of the NDL Company ships' dining 
menus, illustrating their Artwork, Social, Postal and Philatelic stories from the heyday of worldwide 
luxury steamer travel.  During the first decade of the 20th century a leading German artist 
Themistokles von Eckenbrecher (TvE) was commissioned to paint the pictures for the NDL’s 
publicity material, including their ships’ menu cards which made attractive souvenirs.  Inscribed 
NORDDEUTSCHER LLOYD, BREMEN, they provided free advertising for the Company. 

SCOPE and TREATMENT - The menus illustrate the diverse range of paintings of maritime 
scenes, NDL ships, and views of their ports of call.  They were printed in Bremen by Wilhelm 
Jöntzen Co. using the most modern lithographic colour printing techniques. 

Philatelic material - Used cards posted on board ship or at the NDL’s worldwide ports of call, 
and the postage stamps and markings, embrace the postal history of countries worldwide. 
Non-philatelic material - Comprises complete Menus, including concert programmes and 
passenger lists.  These give a fascinating insight into the Social History of maritime travel in the 
heyday of steamships.  The transcribed messages on the used cards give a glimpse of the 
rigours and slow pace of travel in Edwardian times. 

STRUCTURE and  PLAN - The Philatelic and Non-philatelic material of the exhibit is structured 
around the paintings’ chronological order, and subject groups.

Frame  Sheets PLAN of Exhibit 
1 1  - 3 Introduction, the NDL company, the artist TvE and shipping routes 

4  - 10 Early postcards & the introduction of the Menu Postcards in 1897 

11 - 12 “SPEISE-KARTE”  1898 - 1900 Menu cards 

13 - 16 “NDL SHIPS”  (vignettes)  1898 -1902   

2 17  - 24 “NDL SHIPS”  (continued)

27 - 32 “COASTAL SEA-SCAPES”    1898 -1902 

3 33 - 48 “SAIL & STEAM”

4 49 - 64 “CHANNEL PORTS”, from Bremerhaven to the Atlantic

5 65 - 80 “MEDITERRANEAN PORTS”

Bibliography and research information: 
1 NORDDEUTSCHER LLOYD BREMEN 1857-1970. History, Fleet & Ship Mails by Edwin Drechsel 
2 Numerous internet web sites  

PRESENTATION  and  MOUNTING
Original material is mounted within a single dark grey border  

Copies of the back or front are printed with a thin black border 

Transcripts of written messages and text are shown in BLUE 

Items of important philatelic and/or social interest are marked with 
a red circle  

Illustrations of postage stamps and postal markings are shown at 
their original size - unless otherwise stated 











































































































Norddeutscher Lloyd Menu Postcards  - “The CHANNEL PORTS”
TvE paintings of:    BREMERHAVEN  - the Red Sand lighthouse

The ‘Red Sand’ lighthouse was a familiar landmark for departing and homecoming NDL 
passengers.  Built in 1885, in the outer Weser estuary, it marked the start of the 
deepwater channel from the North Sea into the river Weser and the port of Bremerhaven. 

Used on: Dampfer “PRINZESS IRENE”, den. 16 Juni 1904

1904 - Undivided back menu card depicting a ‘Four-stacker’ Kaiser Class 
steamer passing the ‘Red Sand’ lighthouse.

Used on: 
Dampfer “Derflinger”,  den  3.  September  1908

1908 - Divided back monochrome menu card depicting a homecoming NDL steamer passing 
the ‘Red Sand’ lighthouse, with the approaching yachting regatta also about to round it.



Norddeutscher Lloyd Postcards  - “The CHANNEL PORTS”
Circa 1909  - Around this date the TvE paintings which adorned the tops 
of the menus, were also available on board all NDL ships as divided back 
picture postcards.  Thus they show no ship’s name or date of use.

ANTWERP - Holland.    The bustling port and city skyline  

DOVER - England 
The old harbour  as seen from the sea, with a backdrop of the white cliffs and castle. 




















































